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Preface

Karen Radner, F. Janoscha Kreppner & Andrea Squitieri

To Stephan Kroll, in gratitude

Just in time for the beginning of the 2019 autumn cam-
paign at the Dinka Settlement Complex, this volume pre-
sents the results of the 2018 activities of the Peshdar Plain 
Project (PPP).

The publication of this fourth volume of the series 
Peshdar Plain Project Publications (4P4) was yet again 
made possible by the wonderful support granted by the 
authorities of the Autonomous Kurdistan Region of Iraq: 
the General Directorate of Antiquities, the Sulaymaniyah 
Directorate of Antiquities and the Raparin Directorate of 
Antiquities and their individual members, named in Chap-
ter A; the sponsorship of the institutions who provided 
generous funding: the Alexander von Humboldt Foun-
dation, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München (LMU 
Munich) and the Gerda Henkel Foundation; and the great 
dedication and the enormous and enormously varied ex-
pertise of our international and interdisciplinary team of 
specialists, named with their respective areas of respon-
sibility during fieldwork in 2018 in Chapter A of this book. 

In 2018, we welcomed Cajetan Geiger (Ruhr-Universi-
tät Bochum) to the field team who presents the first re-
sults of his assessment of the geology of the Bora Plain in 
Chapter B1. The 2018 autumn campaign was a landmark 
in the Peshdar Plain Project’s history as Sophie Pietsch 
(Freie Universität Berlin) was the first undergraduate stu-
dent to ever join us in the field, and with great success. 
Further undergraduates from Janoscha Kreppner’s new 
academic home at the Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität 
Münster will join the team in the upcoming 2019 autumn 
campaign in order to practice and further their archaeo-
logical skill sets in the field after studying the Dinka Set-
tlement Complex in class.

We are very pleased to present reports on the petro-
graphic and archaeometric analyses conducted by Silvia 
Amicone, Christoph Berthold and Jörg Fischer at the 
Competence Center Archaeometry Baden-Wuerttemberg 
(CCA-BW) of Eberhard-Karls-Universität Tübingen, our 
cooperation partner since 2017. We are equally pleased to 

present the results of Patrick Arneitz and Roman Leon-
hardt (Zentralanstalt für Meteorologie und Geodynamik, 
Vienna) from their analysis of an archaeomagnetic sam-
ple taken from a kiln at Gird-i Bazar in 2015; our collabo-
ration continues. 

Beyond the many many individuals mentioned in 
Chapter A, we are indebted to many colleagues and 
friends working in the Kurdish Autonomous Region of Iraq 
for sharing information and expertise, foremost among 
them our cooperation partner Jessica Giraud, head of the 
Mission archéologique française du Gouvernorat de Sou-
laimaniah (MAFGS). In Baghdad, we thank Qais Hussein 
Rasheed who, as its director, graciously issued the formal 
permit of the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage of 
Iraq for the work of the Peshdar Plain Project on 10 Octo-
ber 2018. At LMU Munich, we are very grateful to Denise 
Bolton who found time to language-edit Chapters B to F 
despite many other commitments and to Nikola Wenner 
who assisted Andrea Squitieri in the preparation of some 
of the figures. In Gladbeck, our thanks go to our publisher 
Peter Werner for his care and attention in producing this 
handsome volume. 

As with the first three volumes of the series Peshdar 
Plain Project Publications (4P1 = Exploring the Neo-Assyri-
an Frontier with Western Iran: The 2015 Season at Gird-i Ba-
zar and Qalat-i Dinka, edited by Karen Radner, F. Janoscha 
Kreppner and Andrea Squitieri, Gladbeck 2016; Open Ac-
cess download: https://epub.ub.uni-muenchen.de/29236/; 
4P2 = Unearthing the Dinka Settlement Complex: the 2016 
Seasons at Gird-i Bazar and Qalat-i Dinka, edited by Ka-
ren Radner, F. Janoscha Kreppner and Andrea Squitie-
ri, Gladbeck 2017; Open Access download: https://epub.
ub.uni-muenchen.de/40252/; and 4P3 = The Dinka Settle-
ment Complex 2017: The Final Season at Gird-i Bazar and 
First Work in the Lower Town, edited by Karen Radner, F. 
Janoscha Kreppner and Andrea Squitieri, Gladbeck 2018; 
Open Access download: https://epub.ub.uni-muenchen.
de/57255/), this book is meant to share the results of our 
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fieldwork in a detailed and timely manner. It is deliberate-
ly a “work in progress” that represents the current state 
of our knowledge and interpretation of the Dinka Settle-
ment Complex, and future work and analyses are likely to 
change some of our views. Yet again, we have succeeded 
in completing the stratigraphic analysis for all areas exca-
vated in 2018 and are able to present every single strati-
graphic unit of the 2018 excavations at Qalat-i Dinka and 
in the new excavation area in the Lower Town of the Din-
ka Settlement Complex, dubbed DLT3. 

We dedicate this volume in gratitude and admiration 
to Prof. Dr. Stephan Kroll (LMU Munich) who supported 
the Peshdar Plain Project from its earliest days and free-
ly shared his enormous knowledge on Iron Age ceramics 
and western Iran with us, drawing on his many years of 
fieldwork experience in the highland regions of the Mid-
dle East. Thank you, Stephan, for your curiosity, your gen-
erosity and all those sherds!

Munich, Münster and Penjwin, July 2019


